
 

 

 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities, NYS College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, NYS College of Human Ecology, and 

NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

 

 

 

Spacing Landscape Plants 
 

Before purchasing new plants for your landscape, find out how big they will grow. Otherwise, your 

attractive little plants may become overgrown and ugly in six to 10 years. Refer to this chart to 

determine how much space to allow for each mature plant. 

 

As a rule of thumb, landscapers allow 2,500 square feet for each large tree. Shrubs are spaced from 

center to center allowing as much space on the ground as the plant will grow in width. Narrow, vertical 

types require less space. Keep shrubs half their mature width from walls and two-thirds their width 

from walks, lawns and driveways. 

    

Large trees such as Norway spruce    Medium trees such as cherry, hemlock, 

and sugar maple: minimum of 50’ apart.   golden rain tree: minimum of 25’ apart. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large shrubs and small trees       Medium shrubs such as forsythia and 

such as lilac, birch, dogwood: 12’-15’ apart.  hybrid rhododendron: 7-10’ apart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Small and low growing shrubs such as   Trimmed hedges (low) such as barberry 

azalea or dwarf English yew: 3-6’ apart.   18-24” apart; (tall) such as privet or  

hemlock:  26-48” apart. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ground cover shrubs such as blue rug   Ground covers such as 

juniper or cotoneaster: 24-36” apart    pachysandra or myrtle: 6-12” apart. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vines such as autumn clematis,  

Fleece vine: 10-15’ apart. 
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